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lives of adults and young people in the San
Gabriel Valley. Mrs. Figueroa came to Baldwin
Park Unified School District Adult and Com-
munity Education (BPACE) program as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant. Today, she is retiring as
the Assistant Director of Adult and Community
Education and is responsible for administration
of the BPACE program.

Mrs. Figueroa lives in San Gabriel with her
husband Jim and has three children and three
stepchildren. Her greatest joy is her grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, Adriana Figueroa has had a
remarkable career, one in which her enthu-
siasm and dedication to public education has
made a difference in countless lives. Our com-
munity is extremely proud of her accomplish-
ments. Let us send our sincerest appreciation
for her fine work and recognize her for contrib-
uting to public education.

I commend her for her achievements and
hope she enjoys her retirement.
f
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special tribute to a dear friend and a truly
noteworthy and admirable community leader
from the Township of Teaneck in my District.
A few short weeks ago, Eleanor Kieliszek re-
tired from her seat on the Township Council,
thus ending an impressive political career
which began in 1965.

Beginning with her appointment as the first
female member of the Township’s Planning
Board in 1965, Eleanor Kieliszek has been a
tireless crusader for the residents of Teaneck.
In 1970, Eleanor Kieliszek entered a 17-way
race for Township Council as the only woman
candidate. She won, Mr. Speaker, due in large
part to her tireless energy evidenced by her
constant door-to-door campaigning. Twice,
from 1974–1978 and 1990–1992, the voters
elected her mayor as an expression of their
confidence.

A student of politics, Eleanor Kieliszek is
aware that compromise and hard work are in-
tegral and historic parts of the American polit-
ical system. By working with her fellow Council
members, Eleanor Kieliszek was able to help
preside of a period of unbridled economic de-
velopment in Teaneck while ensuring that a
great deal of the municipality’s open spaces
would remain in that state for perpetuity. The
350 acre Overpeck Park, enjoyed by so many
in their leisure time, is a fine testament to this
legacy. Mr. Speaker, Eleanor Kieliszek was
also able to bring Teaneck together in the face
of great racial tension in 1990. Many credit the
neighborhood meetings which she helped ini-
tiate in a time of great concern with fostering
dialogue and diversity in the community.

Mr. Speaker, a representative democracy
such as ours only thrives when those with
strong wills and good hearts take time from
their personal lives to give time to others
around them. As the Township of Teaneck
prepares to name a wonderfully large green
area after Eleanor Kieliszek to honor her three
decade’s service to her home, I find it fitting
for this House to rise and salute this out-
standing local official. On the occasion of her

retirement from elected life, we thank Eleanor
Kieliszek and send her our heartiest best
wishes for the future.
f
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Bernard Alain Portelli, who today, July 20,
2000, will become a naturalized citizen of the
United States of America.

Mr. Portelli came to the United States from
France in 1984. Prior to coming to the United
States, Mr. Portelli established himself among
European royalty and within the fashion and
entertainment industry as an exemplary busi-
nessman and artist. His talent, his hard work
and his dedication quickly earned him a simi-
lar reputation in Washington, D.C. Based in
Georgetown, Mr. Portelli has been featured on
numerous television programs around the
country and his talents are frequently sought
out by the fashion and film industries. Today
he is the proprietor of the highly regarded and
highly successful OKYO Salon.

For over seven years I’ve been blessed to
call him my friend. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Bernard
Portelli on this great occasion in his life and
the life of our nation.
f

THE PLIGHT OF THE GREAT APES

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, last month, scientists from 12 na-
tions sounded the warning alarm that the
world’s great apes—the chimpanzee, the go-
rilla, the bonobo, and the orangutan—are hur-
tling toward extinction at an alarming rate.

These animals are humankind’s closest liv-
ing relatives in the animal kingdom, yet they
face the very real possibility of disappearing
from the wild within the near future due to
habitat destruction and illegal hunting. While
many species are currently facing imminent
declines due to these anthropogenic pres-
sures, the great apes are especially suscep-
tible because of their slow reproduction and
demanding habitat requirements. If action is
not taken immediately, these animals will most
likely cease to exist within our children’s life-
time. We cannot stand by and let this tragedy
come to pass.

The threats to the great apes stem largely
from increased commercial logging that facili-
tates both habitat loss and a growing and
largely unregulated commercial trade in
bushmeat. These factors are further exacer-
bated by civil war in many areas that are
home to great ape populations.

In Indonesia, it is estimated that less than 2
percent of the orangutan’s original forest habi-
tat remains. The most recent population esti-
mates of these apes in Bomeo and Sumatra,
the only two remaining areas that support
orangutans in the wild, are less than 25,000

individuals. This figure represents a decline of
30 to 50 percent in the last decade and 10 to
20 percent annually. At this rate, if nothing is
done, the orangutan will be extinct within 50
years.

Although rates of forest loss are lower in
most parts of Africa than in Indonesia, the ir-
revocable conversion of forested ape habitat
to farmland and plantations poses a similar
threat to populations of chimpanzees, gorillas,
and bonobos. In fact, Africa is the third largest
timber exporter in the world. Experts predict
that in Zaire, Equatorial Guinea, and Cam-
eroon, forests could disappear within 70 years
if current trends continue. When this is consid-
ered along with the large habitat requirements
of great apes and the need for protecting large
enough populations to maintain long-term via-
bility, the loss of tropical rainforest habitat
poses a dire threat to global ape populations.

Another growing problem threatening ape
populations, particularly in Africa, is the dra-
matic rise in bushmeat trade. Bushmeat, the
term used to describe wildlife used for meat
consumption, includes gorillas, chimpanzees,
and a variety of other species. Once only used
as a sustainable subsistence food source, the
largely illegal commercial trade has sky-
rocketed in recent years with devastating im-
pacts on ape populations. This dramatic rise
has occurred for a number of reasons, but pri-
marily because of increased hunting to feed
local people who have been forced to rely on
cash economies rather than traditional ways of
life and the influx of commercial logging com-
panies who use bushmeat to feed their em-
ployees.

In addition, as timber concessions continue
to open up once remote forests with the con-
struction of roads, logging trucks are hauling
out hundreds, if not thousands, of pounds of
bushmeat each week. Moreover, the in-
creased prevalence of bushmeat has caused
markets to move beyond local centers to
urban areas and even international trade. Ac-
cording to the most recent reports, in the
Congo Basin 4,500 gorillas per year and 3,000
chimps per year are killed solely for the
bushmeat market. Even in the absence of
habitat loss, the bushmeat trade in the Congo
Basin is likely to lead to extinction of chim-
panzees and gorillas there within the next cen-
tury.

Perhaps most staggering are the results of
a just-completed Harvard survey of great ape
research sites. This survey found that great
ape populations are known, or suspected, to
be declining in 96% of protected areas. It is
these sites where the prospect for ape survival
is best. In these protected areas, great apes
are increasingly threatened by hunting, log-
ging, war, and increased human population
pressure in surrounding communities.

We are only now beginning to understand
and appreciate the complex role of great apes
in maintaining the ecological health and
blodiversity of tropical and subtropical forest
habitats. Biologists fear that the loss of all
great apes could irrevocably alter forest struc-
ture and the composition of species which
could intensify other environmental threats
caused by deforestation and agricultural devel-
opment.

A broad range of actions is needed if there
is to be any hope of saving great ape popu-
lations. Laws on logging and poaching must
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